
Christmas 2018 

Dear family at Cannon Beach, 
Once again, much has happened since the last time we wrote. 

Tuesday night we took our students caroling at the beach where they have a weekly 
ministry with some smaller kids. We all had a great time. The young kids (around 6-10 
years old) we are ministering to joined us in singing along the ocean front wherever we 
saw groups of people gathered by the beach. It was obvious that the people really 
enjoyed the singing of our Mangyan students since they asked for more songs.  It was 
obvious that our students too enjoyed ministering to people via their songs. 

[Below: our little disciples joining us in singing “Joy to the Word”.] 

 

  

  



[Below: our students and disciples on the left and the audience enjoying the songs on the 
right] 

 

A couple of weeks ago I brought our students to the northern part of the island (4 hours 
away) to attend a Jesus Reigns gathering of a number of churches coming from all over 
the province. We were asked by the administrators of the event if our Mangyan kids 
could give a couple of special numbers. They once again did a great job and of the various 
groups that sang they were the ones who were greatly applauded. We were packed in our 
KIA van that normally would hold 15. We were 29. But these Mangyan kids are troopers 
and bore well being jammed in like sardines. Last Sunday they again sang at a church 
around two hours away for their Thanksgiving service. In fact they gave a concert. Then 
right before they go home for their Christmas break (leaving this Saturday – the 22nd) 
they will be singing four numbers at an evangelistic event here in San Jose. I appreciate 
their willingness to stick around an extra day so they could minister to Jesus this way. 

Raquel and I plan to just stay here for the Christmas break. She'd love to go to Caluya to 
see her family, but this is the season for windy weather and the waves will be too large 
for her liking. She also does not want to miss our flight to Manila for our four day 
conference. Right after conference I go to Tacloban to work with our Waray team for 
one week. 

The other week we had the kids read Matthew chapter 2 in their Tagalog Bible first and 
then in their English version. I then shared with them what these Magoi were, that most 



Bible scholars believe that they were scholars and even astrologers. The next day early in 
the morning, around 3:00 AM, I played astrologer myself. As I was sitting on our rooftop 
praying and meditating with the stars all around me, I noticed the two southern crosses, 
the one that is known as the true morning star and the one next to it, but bigger. Actually 
when I was observing these two southern crosses around three in the morning, directly 
south was pretty much right in between the two. I interpreted the bigger one as the 
cross of Jesus and thanked Him for what he did on the cross for us all. Then I 
interpreted the smaller one as the cross of the criminal who accepted Jesus as his 
king/savior/Christ. I then identified myself with the criminal on the smaller cross and 
reminded myself of taking up my cross (dying to myself) as I follow Jesus. I then looked 
in the opposite direction and saw the big dipper pointing to the north star. Once again I 
noticed the dipper was upside down and began to identify myself with it, that I should be 
like the big dipper pouring the blessings He has bestowed upon me (whatever gifts and 
possessions He has given me) upon others here on this earth. Lord, help us as we die to 
ourselves and be a blessing to others. And thanks for the joy you give us as we do so. And 
especially we thank you for visiting us here on this earth as a human like ourselves, 
pouring your love upon us, giving yourself to us, and demonstrating to us what holiness is 
all about. 

And may those receiving our update be blessed by you as they have been a blessing to us 
ministering to us via their prayers and in other ways as well. 

Wishing you all a fantastic and joyous Christmas and a great New Year! 
Kermit and Raquel Titrud 

Headquarters address: Wycliffe Bible Translators, PO Box 628200, Orlando , FL 32862 

 


